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This module will help you set up your Canva account,
understand the fundamentals of design, and learn
how to leverage visual marketing for real estate.

INTRODUCTION TO CANVA

By the end of this module, you’ll be ready to navigate Canva’s

interface and start creating professional-quality designs.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
By completing this module, you will:

Understand why visual marketing is crucial in real estate.

Learn the foundational principles of good design.

Set up your Canva account and explore its key features.

Gain confidence in using Canva’s tools for future projects.
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OVERVIEW
Key Concepts

The Importance of Visual Marketing: Strong visuals improve

engagement and trust in real estate marketing.

Basic Design Principles: Understanding contrast, hierarchy,

alignment, white space, color theory, and typography.

Navigating Canva: Learning the interface and key features

such as templates, brand kits, and elements.

File Organization: Naming conventions and folder structures

to streamline workflow.

Time-Saving Features: Using templates, keyboard shortcuts,

and Canva’s resize tool for efficiency.
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Notes



THE POWER OF VISUAL MARKETING IN REAL
ESTATE
Why Design Matters

Visual content is your first impression. Properties with

professional photos and well-designed marketing materials sell

faster. Think about the last time you scrolled through a listing

online—what caught your eye? That’s the power of design!

Case Studies & Examples

Before & After: Compare a basic property listing with one

that includes professional design elements.

Branding Impact: How a consistent brand identity builds

trust and recognition.
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Think about a recent listing you marketed. How could
improved design enhance its appeal? Write down
your thoughts or discuss with a partner.

ACTIVITY

Notes



DESIGN FUNDAMENTALS FOR NON-DESIGNERS

Key Design Principles

Practical Application

Use a high-contrast Call-to-Action (CTA) to grab attention.

Align text/images to create a polished, professional look.

Stick to 2-3 colors and fonts for brand consistency.

Principle Definition & Application

Contrast
Makes elements stand out using
light vs. dark, bold vs. regular.

Hierarchy
Guides the viewer’s eye to the
most important parts of your
design.

Alignment
Keeps elements lined up for an
organized, clean look.

White Space
Gives content room to breathe
and prevents overcrowding.

Color Theory
Colors evoke emotions—use them
strategically in branding.

Typography
Choose readable fonts that
reflect your brand’s personality.

INTRODUCTION TO CANVA
PAGE 4

© 2025 ICENHOWER COACHING & TRAINING, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Analyze two real estate ads—one well-designed, one
poorly designed. What makes one more effective
than the other?

ACTIVITY



Log in to Canva and explore its interface. Click
around, try opening a template, and jot down any
questions.

ACTIVITY

Feature Description

Templates
Pre-made designs for various
purposes.

Uploads Add your own images and logos.

Brand Kit
Save colors, fonts, and logos (Pro
feature).

Text Tools
Customize typography to match
your branding.

Elements
Access design shapes, lines, and
icons.

Projects
Organize your past designs in
folders.

SETTING UP YOUR CANVA ACCOUNT
Step-by-Step Setup

Go to Canva.com and click “Sign Up.”1.

Fill in your details and verify your email.2.

Answer onboarding questions to tailor Canva’s recommendations.3.

Skip premium sign-up (we will use the free version of Canva for

this course).

4.

Explore the homepage and sidebar features.5.
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PRO TIP

Canva can automatically pull
brand assets from your
website. Try this feature for
easy branding setup!



Create a test project in Canva using a template.
Rename and save the project in a dedicated
folder.
Share a screenshot or reflection in the discussion
forum.

ACTIVITY

Feature Benefit

Templates
Speeds up design creation
and ensures consistency.

Keyboard Shortcuts
Quick editing (e.g., Undo: Ctrl
+ Z / Cmd + Z).

Duplicate & Resize
Easily adapt a design for
different platforms.

BEST PRACTICES & NEXT STEPS
Naming & Organizing Files

Naming & Organizing Files1.

Use clear names like "Open House - Instagram - June

2025".

2.

Create folders for different types of designs (e.g., Social

Media, Flyers).

3.

Time-Saving Features
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KEY TAKEAWAYS
Strong visual marketing enhances real estate engagement

and trust.

Basic design principles (contrast, alignment, white space,

etc.) improve clarity.

Setting up your Canva account properly helps streamline

future design work.

Organizing files and using templates saves time and ensures

consistency.
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Create a branded flyer using a Canva template.
Apply consistent branding (logo, colors, fonts).
Save and organize your template for future use.

CHALLENGE

Notes


